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ABSTRACT

Development of the Classification of Colleges and Universities in China

MA Luting Page 2

Diversity is a fundamental feature of higher education in the stage of
popularization, and the classification development of colleges and universities
is a fundamental way to achieve diversity in higher education. Although numerous
studies focus on the construction of higher education systems and the
classification framework of colleges and universities both domestically and
internationally, the issue of classification in colleges and universities still
restricts the high-quality development of higher education in China. The high-
quality higher education system offers important support for a powerful
modern socialist country, and the classification development of colleges and
universities is the foundation of constructing the higher education system.
Starting from talent cultivation, combined with the innovation-industry-product
development chain, and considering the actual development of higher education in
China, colleges and universities can be divided into basic categories of “theoretical,”
“engineering,” “applied,” and “vocational.” The evaluation of colleges and
universities should combine common standards, core differences, and innovation
needs so as to guide colleges and universities to take root in China, create unique

features, emphasize connotation, and achieve high-level development.

On China’s Logic of the Classification of Colleges and Universities

ZHOU Guangli Page 10

The classification of colleges and universities is the premise and foundation of
promoting the modernization of higher education governance. Since the reform
and opening up, China’s university classification policy has experienced three
stages of development: vertical stratification in the era of planned economy,
homogenization in the era of market economy, horizontal differentiation, and

diversity in the new era. The homogeneity tendency of Chinese university



